[Epidemiologic characteristics in women with sterility and cervical lesions with and without human papilloma virus infection. Comparative study].
Human papilloma virus (HPV) infections frequently cause cervical lesions of different morphologies. We have previously reported a 53.5% pregnancy rate after treatment in a group of women with infertility associated to HPV infection of the cervix uteri. In that paper it was stated that a controlled study should be conducted in order to confirm this finding. Present work was aimed to find if there is any correlation between HPV infections of the cervix uteri and infertility in a retrospective design using an historical cohort of patients studied between 1991 and 1996 in our clinic. A total of 61 women attending the Infertility Clinic at the Instituto Nacional de Perinatología were included into two group. Group 1 (n = 45) included women with HPV lesions of the cervix and group II (n = 16) was formed by women with other type of cervical lesions who had no evidence of HPV infections on colposcopy. Cervico-vaginal citology, colposcopyc study and biopsy specimens were evaluated in all this medical records and the patients status (pregnant-not pregnant) at one year after treatment was registered. The mean duration time of infertility was 4.86 in group I and 3.5 in group II. Pregnancy rate was 16/45 (35.55%) in group I and 6/16 (37.5%) in group II. Seventy five percent of patients in group I and 66% in group II achieved a spontaneous pregnancy after specific treatment of cervical lesions whereas 25% and 33.3% required only ovarian stimulation with clomiphene or hMG. Pregnancies occurred approximately at 9 months after treatment in group I and at 7 months in group II. An association of cervical lesions and a tuboperitoneal factor (excluding endometriosis) was found on 53.57% of women in group I and on 46.66% of women in group II. Cervico-vaginal cytology was suspicious of HPV infection in less than 25% of cases. Present study emphasizes the need for a colposcopic study for the diagnosis of HPV infection in infertile women with cervical lesions even in cases with a negative cervico-vaginal cytology; because specific treatment of these lesions may yield spontaneous pregnancies. It also demonstrates that around 50% of patients with cervical lesions have an associated tuboperitoneal factor, which indicates that it is mandatory to study the possible participation of viral infections on tubal pathology.